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Lincoln’s  Home 
Village 

Rebuilt  in  Memoriam 


A STRANGER,  friendless,  unedu-  Neill  was  corning  back  to  New  Salem 
rated,  penniless  l>oy.  work-  with  Ills  family,  ns  he  lind  said.  The 
Inc  on  a flathoat  at  $10  shook  of  the  news  brought  her  low 

• ••  iu  >•.-  and  she  fell  a prey  to  the  fevers  of 

the  climate.  She  died  after  a last 
scene  with  Lincoln. 

” On  Christmas  Day  In  1820,"  the 
history’  goes  on  to  say,  '*  a Past  Of- 
fice was  established  In  New  Salem 
and  Samuel  Si  ill  was  made  Postmas- 
ter. Georgo'  Wnrhurton  then  built  a 
store  building  and  put  in  a stock  of 
goods,  but  soon  sold  out  to  the 
Chrismun  Brothers,  one  of  whom. 
Isaac  P.,  became  Postmaster  on  Nov. 
21.  1831.  William  Clary,  the  brother 
of  John,  who  gave  his  name  to  tho 
grove  where  he  settled  In  1811), 
eroded  and  became  proprietor  of 
Clary's  grocery.  Then  cr.me  Br. 
Allen,  who  erected  a dwelling  across 
the  street  south  from  the  Hill  4 Mc- 
Neill store. 

" In  addition  to  his  professional 
duties  Ur.  Allen  conducted  a Sunday 
school.  He  was  an  ardent  temper- 
ance man  and  formed  the  first  tem- 
perance society  In  the  community. 
The  place  of  meeting  was  In  his  resi- 
dence or  In  the  log  school  house 
erected  shortly  before  this  time  on 
it  would  not  find  itself j *hc  hillside  south  of  New  Salem 
among  unfamiliar  surroundings,  foi  |IJr-  -'Hen  was  bothered  as  to  whether 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Old  Salem  11  was  right  or  wrong  to  engage  In 
Lincoln  League,  nn  organization  *be  practice  of  his  profession  on 
formed  In  1!>17.  there  In  going  up  I Sundays  and  compromised  the  mat- 
today  on  the  site  of  the  old  town  a ) ,*r  by  relieving  the  sick  but  giving 
new  (own  mud**  up  of  counterfeits  of  llls  earnings  on  that  day  wholly  to 
the  log  cabins,  the  general  stores  and  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
the  old  nulls  that  Lincoln  knew.  | “ Then  during  the  Summer  of 

Now  Salem,  in  a word.  Is  being  re-  j 1830,  Henry  Onstott  moved  from 
ted  io,  a nubile  ■‘park  for  the  Sugar  Grove,  erected  a dwelling,  and 
irpcuu-s  of  preserving  for  posterity  established  a cooper's  shop,  supply- 
c atmosphere  and  environment  that  ' log  the  kegs  and  barrels  for  the 
Iped  make  Lincoln,  the  man.  Old  I Hour  and  meal  made  ul  the  mill,  and 
the  containers 


Looking  East  from  ihe  Top  of  Salem  Hill 


•_ ! the  containers  for  the  cured  pork 
j shipped  by  flatboat  to  the  markets 
of  the  South,  generally  from  Benrds- 
; town,  to  which  place  It  was1-  hauled 

" During  the  Summer  of  1831. 
Denton  Offul.  on  ,hls  return  from  a 
flatboat  excursion  to  New  Orleans 
Under  the  caption  of  ••  The  Making;  contracted  for  1-ot  14  north  of  Main 
of  a Town."  the  historian  of  the  I Street  and  erected  a store  building 
project  tells  the  story  of  the  building!  the  deed  thereto  being  dated  Sept.  2 
of  New  Salem.  I of  that  year.  Then  came  a rusli  of 

-The  first  settlers  of  New  Salem,  It  | other  settlers— Philemon  Morris,  a 
Is  sol  forth,  were  John  M.  Cameron  j tanner  erected  a dwelling  and  e:.1nl>- 
nnd  Ills  uncle  James  Rutledge,  who  | lished  a tnn  yard:  Joshua  Miller  <l 
entered  their  claims  on  July  2i),  1N2K.  | blacksmith  and  wagon  maker,  built 
Here  they  erected  their  grist  and  saw  j n residence  and  established  a shop: 
mills,  both  housed  in  otic  structure 
built  out  Into  the  Sangamon  River, 
stream  that  fringed  the  town 
New  Salem  grew  up  around 
this  mill. 

Settlements  existed  already  nt 
Clary's  Grove  at  a place  now  called 
Athens,  at  Sugar  Grove  and  n*. 

Indian  Point,  all  within  ten  or  twelve 
miles  of  New  Salem.  With  a mill  lo 
attract  these  settlers,  the  opportunity 
Tor.  business  nt  the  new  settlement 
s good,  and  Samuel  HUI  and  John 
McNeill  presently  erected  a store 
building  of  logs.  They  sold  tea. 
coffee,  sugar,  salt  and  whisky  In  Uic 
grocery  line,  and  blue  calico,  brown 
muslin,  cotton  chain  and  straw  hats, 
with  a few  ladles'  huts  and  other  or- 
namental feminine  apparel  in  their 
dry  goods  department. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  odd  that 
John  McNeill,  whose  true  name  wins 
McXamar,  was  the  man  to  whom 
i Rutlcdgo  was  first  engaged  to 
be  married.  She  became  engaged  to 
Lincoln  when  McNeill  lert  for  New 
York  lo  bring  his  family  with  him 
> Ndw  Salem.  His  failure  to  come- 
back At  the  stated  time,  coupled  with 
unfounded  rumbei,  then  believed. 
abouL  the  reasons  underlying  the 
changing  of  his  name,  led  Ann  Rut- 
ledge to  believe  him  untrue.  Lin- 
coln. who  bad  ulways  loved  her. 
pressed  his  suit  and  was  accepted. 

A short  time  before  the  lime  set  for 
their  marriage  she  heart]  that  Mc- 


The  Old  Mill  at  New  Salem. 


the  button  at  his  throat  and  divested 
himself  of  that  garment  also,  but 
bis  eloquence  continued  unbroken, 
i this  Juncture  an  old  lady  In  the 
r of  the  house  arose  and.  pointing 
accusing  Linger  at  tho  preacher, 
said  In  a piping  voice  something  like 
this:  “ I Just  want  to  say  that  If 
you  represent  religion,  sir,  then  I 
am  done  with  tho  Bible." 

The  story-telling  faculty  served  to 
Introduce  Lincoln,  and  his  ability  to 
act  as  clerk  ul  the  election  attracted 
to  him  the  attention  of  the  more 
prominent  citizens  of  New  Salem. 
Hla  popularity  grew.  He  found  time 
and  made  lime  to  apply  himself  to 
nls  grammar  and  his  IUackstonc.  In 
1832  lie  was  prevailed  upon  to  run 
for  the  State.  legislature.  The  letter 
he  posted  ns  an  announcement  of  ills 
candidacy  has  much  of  the  flavor 
of  his  later  writings.  It  follows: 

■'  Every  roan  Is  said  to  have  his 
peculiar  ambition.  Whether  It  lie 
true  or  not.  I can  say,  for  one.  that 
I have  no  other  so  great  as  that  of 
being  truly  esteemed’  of  rny  follow- 
men  by  rendering  myself  worthy  of 
their  esteem.  How  far  I shall  suc- 
ceed In  gratifying  this  ambition  Is 
'yet  to  lie  developed.  I am  young  and 
unknown  lo  many  of  you.  I was 
born  and  have  ever  remained  In  the 
tnotjt  humble  walks  of  life.  I have 
no  wealth  or  popular  relations  or 
friends  to  recommend  me.  My  case 
Is  thrown  exclusively  upon  the  In- 
dependent voters  of  the  county;  and 
If  elected,  they  will  have  conferred 
a favor  ui>on  me  for  which  I shall 
l>c  unremitting  In  my  labors  lo  com- 
pensate. But  If  the  good  people  in 
tliclr  wisdom  shall  see  fit  to  keep  me 
in  tho  tiackground.  1 have  been  too 
familiar  with  disappointments  to  bo 
very  much  chngrlnod." 

Lincoln  was  defeated  by  Peter 
Qirtwrlght.  on  itinerant  preacher, 
who  was  in  1810  defeated  for  Con- 
gress by  Lincoln.  In  tho  town  of 
New  Salem,  however.  Lincoln  polled 
277  voles  out  of  the  290  cast.  Ho 
was  as  yet  unknown  to  the  rest  of 
the  county. 

Those  six  years  at  New  Salem 
were  packed  full  of  experiences  of 
widest  variation.  He  was  clerk,  he 
was  flat-boat  pilot,  he  was  Captain 
In  the  Black  Hawk  War,  he  was 
surveyor,  he  was  postmaster,  he 
wns  legislator.  Every  building  and 
home  In  New  Salem  was  Intimately 
connected  with  him  In  aome  way. 

The  new  town  that  is  going  Up 
will  in  every  possible  detail  be  tho 
image  of  the  one  that  Lincoln  knew. 
Log  huts  as  they  were  In  IJncoln'a 
time  have  been  rebuilt.  Their  loca- 
tion and  arrangement  are  exact. 
Foundations  were  found  to  be  ur. dis- 
turbed except  bjr  the  wear  of  time 
and  tho  bouses  have  been  recon- 
structed over  them. 

The  site  for  the  village  was  pre- 
sented by  William  Randolph  Hearst, 
who  owned  it._  The  cost  of  the  build- 
ing of  the  bouses,  which  Is  estimated 
at  os  low  a figure  as  $20,000,  Is  be- 
ing met  by  popular  subscription. 
David  Lloyd  George,  strangely 
enough.  Is  one  of  the  contributors. 


